@he Dallas Morning News

Domestic violence cases leave 8 dead
in North Texas. Experts say holidays can
be a trigger

Violence that began on Christmas Eve has left several families reeling.

By Timia Cobb and Elissa Jorgensen
Staff Writers
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Grand Prairie police crime scene investigators work at a home in the 1600 block of
Avenue B in Grand Prairie where bullet holes appear in a vehicle parked in the driveway,
Dec. 29, 2025. A man and woman died in an apparent murder-suicide, police said Monday,
in an incident that left their son and a police officer wounded.
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Several families in North Texas are trading holiday celebrations
for funeral planning in the wake of recent, high-profile domestic
violence cases in Dallas, Kaufman and Tarrant counties.




Four reported domestic violence crimes, most of which escalated into
police-involved shootings or murder-suicides, have left eight people
dead and three people hurt — all in the span of a week.

Local domestic violence experts and law enforcement officials say
these cases can spike during the holiday season, but there are things
families can do to help keep the peace and resources available to help.

Reaching out about a domestic violence situation can feel
overwhelming, Tiffany Tate, chief executive officer of

The Family Place, said, but it is important for people to know they are
not alone.

“The holidays are often associated with joy and togetherness, but for
some families, this time of year can be incredibly difficult,” Tate said.
“There is never an excuse for abuse, but this time of year can create
conditions where danger escalates quickly, making access to support
and community awareness especially critical.”

Tragedy in Kaufman County

In Kaufman County, the peace ended right before Christmas began.

Philip Dale Humphrey, 66, Sherry Lynn Bostick, 62, Casey Dale
Humphrey, 38, and a 12-year-old boy were all found dead at a home in
the 200 block of Rash Lane on Dec. 24, according to police. Relatives
asked that police not release the boy’s identity because of his age.

Investigators have not publicly disclosed the relationship between the
four.

Investigators said Casey Humphrey opened fire on the other three
before killing himself. The motive behind the triple murder-suicide has
not been publicly released and may not ever be known.

In a statement to The Dallas Morning News, the Terrell Police
Department acknowledged how the holidays can be a challenging
time for many individuals and families. While it could not provide
additional details on the homicide investigation, the department said
it always strives to connect individuals with available resources
whenever possible.




“When officers encounter situations involving domestic conflict or
individuals in crisis, our priority is to ensure immediate safety, assess
the circumstances,” police said in the statement. “We encourage
community members to reach out for help early and to utilize
available local and national mental health resources.”

Officer-involved shooting in Tarrant County

On Dec. 26, a man was shot and injured by Tarrant County deputies as
they responded to a domestic disturbance call at a home in the 14000
block of Oak Bark Drive in Haslet.

When deputies arrived, they detained one man, and “an officer-
involved shooting occurred involving a second man” inside the home,
a news release from the sheriff’s office said.

The second man, who has not been identified, was taken to the
hospital with life-threatening injuries.

Investigators have not released any information about a motive in the
case or said how the two men were related. It’s also unclear if police
plan to pursue criminal charges in the case.

Another tragedy in McKinney over the weekend

Former McKinney City Manager Leonard “Frank” Ragan, 73, and his
wife, Jackie Ragan, 72, were found dead in their living room the
morning of Dec. 28 after being stabbed, according to city officials and
police. Their son, Bryce Ragan, 34, is now facing a capital murder
charge in connection with the couple’s deaths.

Inside the home, police found the younger Ragan with a gun and his
parents’ bodies.

Two officers shot Bryce Ragan several times after he refused to
surrender, according to Darryl Saffold, a spokesperson for the
McKinney Police Department.

As of Monday, the 34-year-old was said to be hospitalized in stable
condition. He faces a capital murder charge, as well as three charges
of aggravated assault.













